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As a school we have been a member of the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools.
This association has provided leadership, guidance and support in our pursuit of
P R I N C I PA L ’ S M E S S A G E providing quality Christian education. In recent months this association has
disbanded with a new organization being formed. Edvance Christian Schools
Association is a newly envisioned organization prepared to boldly lead Christian
schools in Eastern Canada into the future. In introducing themselves as an
organization they have written, “We have a clear vision for what excellent Christian
education can look like. More than just transferring content into the minds of
students, we want students to discover their place in God’s story, to deepen their
growing sense of themselves, their gifts, and their relationships to God and others,
to creation and culture.”

Mrs. Julie Scrivens B.A. B.Ed. OCT
58 Johnson Street
Picton, Ontario K0K 2T0
613-476-7883
www.sonrisechristianacademy.com
office@sonrisechristianacademy.com
principal@sonrisechristianacademy.com

As a school we too have been going on a journey to discover what it means to help
our students go deeper in their learning. Deeper learning is sometimes challenging
to define but recently some Christian school leaders have worked together to come
up with the following definition. “People of God’s story engaged in real work that
forms self and shapes the world.” As teachers we are continuously looking at what
this means and how we can make it real and part of our classroom work. Specifically,
this year we are looking at deeper learning under the umbrella of our school wide
theme, “This is My Father’s World.”
As our students engage in their studies we will be encouraging them to look at the
world and people around them and challenging them to think how they can truly
make an impact and difference. The future of Christian Education is dynamic, alive
and changing and we are looking forward to where God leads us in the days ahead.

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;
all things have been created through him and for him.
Colossians 1:16 New International Version (NIV)
As a school we are exploring this theme and looking at all of our studies through eyes
that reminds us that indeed, “All things have been created through him and for him.”
Whether studying different countries around the world, or our First Nations people,
from the study of the soil to the atmosphere, to looking at rainbows, to studying music ,
all of these topics and concepts lead us back to God, our Creator of all.
As we study each aspect of his Creation, we are truly studying our Father
and Creator and developing a deeper understanding of our “God of Wonders.”
Lord of all creation
Of water, earth, and sky
The heavens are Your tabernacle
Glory to the Lord on High
God of wonders, beyond our galaxy
You are holy, holy
The universe declares Your majesty
You are holy, holy
© Marc Byrd / Steve Hindalong

FROM THE CLASSROOM

A Study on how to be Stewards of God’s Beautiful World
A Study of God’s Land and People

A Study of God’s Gift of Colour
In their discovery of God’s
world our Kindergarten and
primary students have been
learning their primary colours
and how to make their
secondary colours.
As they study colour they are
learning about God
as the beautiful Creator of
colour. Through all of this
they are also discovering their
God is our Faithful Promise Keeper. He never leaves us and
His ultimate rescue plan to save the world was not through
a flood but His promised son Jesus.

Our primary class has been
studying recycling and learning
how to be good stewards of the
environment. On their learning
journey they were visited by an
expert from Waste Management
to share the recycling process
and how they can make better
recycling choices.
Here is one of their recycling tips.
When sorting your recycling at home, glass jars should
safely sit on top of your paper and cardboard products so
that they do not break.
They also learned that juice boxes can be recycled, but
their straws cannot. Straws should be removed and put
into the garbage.
This study on stewardship has led them to a study on soil
and learning that protecting our soil from pollution is a
benefit to all living things!

Each of the passion projects are as unique as the students
themselves. The topics of chocolate, photography, sewing,
addictions, and stop motion animation are just a sampling
of the passions being explored. In just a couple of weeks
the students will be presenting to their classmates their
final presentation and will be sharing what they have both
learned and created.

Through the unit the students have created individual
Wampum belts, have written a traditional thanksgiving
address, and learned about Indigenous art. The highlight
of this unit was having acclaimed indigenous artist
Jonathan Maracle come in for a morning to share his
culture through storytelling, songs and music.

With a growth mindset through the whole process, the
final presentation by each student will include both their
major successes and their epic failures. The students are
motivated, engaged and looking forward to sharing their
passions with their friends and classmates.
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The students in our middle school classroom have been
studying their own passions this term in their Genius Hour
projects. Students were given the opportunity to select a
topic that they are passionate about it, research it, explore
it, and let the creativity happen. After selecting a topic
each student pitched their project ideas to the rest of the
class.
All of the pitch presentations were creative and engaging
allowing students to practice their oral communication
skills in a real life situation similar to what you might find
on a Dragon’s Den episode.

Our Junior Classroom has been on a first term Expedition
combining their Language Arts curriculum with their
Creation Studies for a full and comprehensive study of
Canadian Indigenous people. They have been guided
with the driving question, “How can we as citizens in
God’s world use lessons from history to help us live in,
build and restore community?”
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